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Abstract:

In the first part of this study, students’ motivation for learning in Japanese was
analyzed separately from their preferences for interacting with Japanese speaking
communities, by comparing the mean scores of the questionnaires among three groups of
students—(a) sojourners, (b) sojourners who do not know the length of their stay in the U.S.,
and (c) immigrants or students who had lived in the U.S. since pre-school age. The second
part of this study reported average scores of each achievement test in the curriculum of
Saturday Japanese Language Supplementary School (SJLSS).

Three conclusions were drawn from the results of this study. Primarily, it was found
that the average scores of questionnaires and tests were highest among sojourners, next-
highest among sojourners who do not know the length of their stay, and lowest among
immigrants or students who had lived in the U.S. before school age. Second, it was revealed
that the immigrant group students preferred learning Japanese culture and interacting with
Japanese speaking community. Third, the tenth graders, who were beyond compulsory
education, showed more positive attitudes toward learning than the ninth graders.

The results of this study indicate that it is important for SILSS to provide positive
learning environments for students who have lived in the U.S. for a long time, by supplying
cultural background information that the students might otherwise miss. SJLSS should
contribute to maintaining interest in Japanese affairs and fostering a new generation that will
continue to build bridges of understanding between Japan and the U.S.
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