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Abstract:

Although Japanese is considered to be a verb-oriented language, while western languages
are considered to be noun-oriented, there are a number of phenomena which suggests that
Japanese is noun-oriented. The purpose of this paper is to explore whether Japanese is
verb-oriented or noun-oriented by examining functions of Japanese nouns, especially those of
nominal predicate.

In Chapter 1, after several remarks which claim that Japanese is verb-oriented are shown,
an example of Japanese sentences in which a lot of nouns are used is introduced. Chapter 2
examines functions of Japanese nouns. In Chapter 3, the way how Japanese nouns work as
predicate or in sentence final position is explored. Sentences which have a noun as predicate
or in sentence final position are as follows.

1. typical nominal sentence

. adjectival-like nominal sentence
. verbal-like nominal sentence
. pseudo-cleft sentence
. unagi sentence
. sentence which has no subject
. sentence which has a sentence final noun
. sentence which has a pseudo-noun in sentence final position

Chapter 4 examines frequency in use of a predicate noun. Finally, in Chapter 5, it is
claimed that Japanese is noun-oriented in a sense that situation is seized and expressed as a
noun, while western languages are noun-oriented in a sense that situation is seized and
expressed with a noun as the central figure.
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(1) a. Five years in London had still left him in poor command of English.
b. FEH B RATW DT, HEEIZS -1EY Tl (BiHE 1974)
(2) a. Failure drove John to despair.
b. KILL T, YVa U NIMLE LT, (L 1986)
(3) a. The long hours of unrelieved kneeling had so paralyzed his legs that he could pick
himself up only with a special effort.
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