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Standing Committee on Language Articulation in each

Japanese language restrictions,

(SCOLA) Inconsistency of course titles across institutions, Courses

integrating the studies of language and culture
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The Alberta Japanese Teachers’ Association (AJTA)

The Alberta Japanese Teachers’ Association (AJTA) is
represented by a group of approximately twenty Japanese
Language teachers throughout the province of Alberta.
The primary goal of the association is to promote
Japanese Language education in Alberta, and since the
formation of our association in 1995, we have seen
consistent growth and interest in Japanese across the

province.

The executive of the AJTA is represented by Corbin
Musselman (President), Scott Coffin (Vice President),
Daniel Ito (Vice President), Amy Klatt-Tajiri (Secretary)
and Miriam Irons (Treasurer).  AJTA members stay
connected via the Nihongo-Alberta E-mail Group and the
Nihongo-Canada E-mail group plus professional

development meetings.

Meetings for all members are typically held four times

Corbin Musselman

throughout the year (Fall, Winter, Spring and Summer)
with members meeting face-to-face or via Skype and
video conferencing. During these meetings
professional development is explored and delivered by
AJTA members or by other Japanese language
stakeholders.  For example, in October of 2007, with
the assistance of the Japan Foundation, the AJTA was
able to bring Sachiko Renovich (a Japanese teacher from
Burnaby, B.C.) to Calgary to present on activities for the
Japanese classroom. More recently, AJTA teachers have
presented to other members on the use of Smart Board
technology as well as Oral Assessment methodologies. In
May of 2009 ten of our members attended the
CASLT-Languages Without Borders conference in
Edmonton, Alberta.

The AJTA is also an active member of the provincial

Japanese Language Education Consortium that meets
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bi-annually. The purpose of the Consortium is to act as
a support to assist networking and promote Japanese
language and culture education and programs. This
Consortium is made up of various stakeholders who
assist with second language initiatives in Alberta. The
AJTA recognizes the importance of maintaining a strong
provincial association through our direct link to the
Alberta Teachers’ Association’s specialist council — the
Second Language and Intercultural Council (SLIC).
These affiliations have enabled the AJTA to develop
Japanese teaching pedagogies and have also allowed

stakeholders to stay connected throughout Alberta.
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Contact information for the AJTA is as follows:

Corbin Musselman, Chair
Spruce Grove Composite High School
780-962-0800

cmusselman@psd70.ab.ca

AJTA Email Group
AJTA@yahoogroups.com
To sign up, send an email to:

Daniel.Ito@epsb.ca

Alberta Provincial Email Group
Nihongo-Alberta@yahoogroups.com
To sign up, send an email to:

jhamilton005@gmail.com
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http://www.capilanou.ca/programs/languages/japanese/Ja
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* DVD

8 25 () 21 () 9:00 3:15
National Nikkei Heritage Centre
6688 Southoaks Crescent, Burnaby B.C.
http://www.nikkeiplace.org/

http://netsuma.txt-nifty.com/

(sachiko_r@shaw.ca)
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