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National Japanese Speech Contest (NJSC) was established in Canada in 1989 under the auspices 
of the Japanese Embassy in Ottawa in order to promote Japanese language education in Canada. 
It is now co-organized by the National Japanese Speech Contest Organizing Committee and the 
Canadian Association for Japanese Language Education (CAJLE). The contest participants are 
the first place winners of each category from the seven regional contests. 
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Congratulatory Message from Ambassador of Japan to Canada 

I would like to begin by thanking the National Japanese Speech Contest Organizing Committee and the 
Canadian Association for Japanese Language Education (CAJLE) for their work in organizing the 30th 
Canada National Japanese Speech Contest. I would also like to thank all of the sponsors for their generous 
support ensuring a successful contest. 

Japan will soon enter a new imperial era with the change from “Heisei” to “Reiwa”. The National 
Japanese Speech Contest first started at the very beginning of the Heisei era and has continued to be held 
every year, with this year marking the 30th anniversary. The speeches at this year’s contest in Ottawa 
were all excellent compositions. I am very pleased that this compilation of speeches which displays the 
Japanese language learners’ achievements is being published in this milestone year. 

This compilation of speeches can offer people fresh viewpoints through the contestants’ everyday 
discoveries and thoughts as expressed through their own expressions. Through reading these speeches 
there are often times when even native Japanese such as myself are newly reminded of our culture and 
customs. This compilation helps to deepen mutual understanding and the interaction between people. I 
hope that these speeches will be read not only by Japanese language learners but also by many other 
people as well. 

This year we continue to celebrate the 90th anniversary of Japan-Canada diplomatic relations (the 
Canadian legation was established in Japan 90 years ago). In addition, Japan hosts the G20 Summit and 
the Rugby World Cup 2019 this year and the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games next year, all 
of which Canada will participate in. When you look around the world, there are many global challenges 
that Japan and Canada are addressing together. In this endeavor language plays a vital role by connecting 
us, and Japanese learners like yourself are key to the future development of Japan-Canada relations. The 
Embassy of Japan and the Consulates-General of Japan will continue to cooperate with Japanese-
language institutes and teachers, by giving full support to the development of Japanese-language 
education in Canada as well as assisting with programs that promote their activities such as the Japanese 
Speech Contests. 

Lastly, it is my sincere hope that those who are currently studying Japanese will continue to polish their 
Japanese skills and share with other Canadians the charms of Japan and the Japanese language. I also 
hope that you will introduce the charm of Canada to the people of Japan. I look forward to the speeches 
which will be presented again next year.  
 

Kimihiro Ishikane 
Ambassador of Japan to Canada 
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Greetings from the Chair of the Organizing Committee 
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It was a great pleasure to host and celebrate the 30th National speech contest at the Embassy of Japan in 
Ottawa. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to everyone involved for holding this 30th 
commemorative event. This 30-year history has been built by dedicated Japanese language educators, 
devoted and enthusiastic learners of the Japanese language, and sponsors who understand the significance 
of this event and provide generous support. We would like to thank the Japanese Embassy in Canada, 
Japan Expo Canada Inc., Mitsui Canada, H.I.S., the Toronto Chamber of Commerce, and the Takamado 
Japan Education Research Center for their support of this year’s contest. 

The national contest welcomed representatives from seven regions nationwide to give a speech. As 
representatives, all the contestants showed exceptional qualities of not only Japanese language skills, but 
also shared content that carried deep meanings with excellent presentation delivery. I hope the experience 
that contestants gained though this contest provided not only the opportunity and venue for presentation, 
but also the opportunity to encounter Japanese language learners from all over Canada, and build 
friendships which will lead to further improvement of Japanese language learning. I also hope that the 
learners who did not participate this time will receive inspiration from this collection of speeches and are 
encouraged to consider future participation. 

I sincerely wish for the further development of Japanese language education and I, as a Japanese language 
educator, will carry forward in promoting it. 
 

Yoriko Aizu, Ph.D.  
Chair, Organizing Committee for the 2019 National Japanese Speech Contest 
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PROGRAM 
  9:30 Opening Ceremony 

  Opening Remarks Dr. Yoriko Aizu, Chair, The Organizing Committee 

 Greetings   Ambassador Kimihiro Ishikane of the Embassy of Japan! !  

  9:40 Introduction of Judges     

  9:45 Beginners Category (6 contestants) 

10:40 Intermediate Category  (8 contestants) 

11:20 Break 

11:35 Advanced Category  (8 contestants) 

12:10 Open Category  (5 contestants) 

12:35 Break  ~Refreshments~ 

  1:15 Cultural Presentations   

~ Kendama performance ~  Kendamaaz (Kai Kobayashi Graham & Leo Asahi Buklin, 
Ottawa Hoshuko) 

~ Tsugaru Shamisen & Taiko ~  �`3M�b8j�A �í 8Õ*g�í &Û"��‡�Ž�3�Ê   
Ryoko Itabashi, Sasha & Alyssa Ayers-Itabashi 

1:45 Comments from Chief Judge Ms. Andrea Clements  

 Award Ceremony 

2:15 Closing   Dr. Yoriko Aizu, Chair, The Organizing Committee 

 
!

JUDGES  
Ms. Andrea Clement Director, Global Affairs Canada 

Dr. Yu Ono Associate professor, Department of Systems and Computer  
Engineering, Carleton University 

Ms. Chizuko Matsufuji   Japanese tester, Canadian Foreign Service Institute 

Mr. Yoshifumi Murakami Special Language Advisor, Alberta Education, Japan Foundation 

Ms. Yukako Ochi   Director of the Information and Culture Centre, Embassy of Japan 
! !
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ELIGIBILITY 

BEGINNER  

�x Neither parent of the contestant is a native speaker of Japanese. 

�x The contestant has studied Japanese for less than 130 hours or 
one year. 

�x The contestant has not stayed in Japan for more than three 
months in total since the age of six. 

INTERMEDIATE 

�x Neither parent of the contestant is a native speaker of Japanese. 

�x The contestant has studied Japanese for up to 260 hours. 

�x The contestant has not stayed in Japan for more than six months 
in total since the age of six. 

ADVANCED 

�x Neither parent of the contestant is a native speaker of Japanese. 

�x There is no limit on the hours of study. 

�x The contestant has not stayed in Japan for more than three years 
in total since the age of six. 

OPEN 

�x Both or either of the parents may be native speakers of Japanese 
language as long as the contestant is studying Japanese as a 
foreign language. 

�x There is no limit on the hours of study. 

�x There are no restrictions on length of stay in Japan. 

!
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CONTESTANTS!

BEGINNERS CATEGORY 
 

1 

Alfonso Alcantara 

�”�Ý�Ç�›�å�¯�í  
�”�Ý�•�å�±�Û  

Kabuki of the Modern Era 

�7+Ù���b#'�æ  
St. Mary's University 

2 
Yongho Choi 

�Ú�å�Í�í�³�™   

How Much Is Salmon Roe?  Funny 
Japanese Puns         

�–�¡�Û�c�8�C�}�[�M�?>=  

Seneca College of Applied 
Arts and Technology 

3 
Heejung  Kim 

�Ä�ª�Ù�å�í�Ÿ�Ò  

The Things Change After My Mother's 
Depression            

�•�b�ç:�$U�[�š�ƒ�W�S�¦  
University of Manitoba 

4 
Ayoub Mahassine 

�”�Ø�È�í�Ð�Á�©�î�å  

A Penguin's Tale 

�Ì�å� �å�b�v�b�@�S�~  
University of Ottawa 

5 
Danaë Marin 

�²�¼�š�í�Ð�Ü�å  

Anxiety, What is That? 

�Y�ó�\�c�^�‡�[�M�?>=  
Académie Linguistique 
Internationale 

6 
Cindy Xia 

�©�å�¹�•�î�í�©�”  

Loves You? Loves You Not? 

�¡�K�Z�•>=�¡�K�Z�^�8>=  
University of Calgary 

 
INTERMEDIATE CATEGORY 
 

1 

Jonathan Bordush  

�ª�Ù�¼�§�å�í�Î�Ý�²
�© 

Winnipeg Winter Survival Tips 

�˜�•�½�Ì�¢�b�i�z�b�§�Â�–�Â�Ý�Ä�å�º  
University of Winnipeg 

2 
YanQiu Chen      

�Ö�å�³�Ø�í�³�™�å  

Climbing Mount Fuji 

�)�ˆ$Ï�£  
McGill University 

3 
Peifen Hsieh 

�Ì�–�Ç�™�å�í�©�š  

Rain 

�Þ�–�å  
University of British 
Columbia 

4 
Yu Lin 

�Ø�î�í�Ü�å  

The Philosophy of "Kintsugi" 

5 )E�B�b�4�Û  
University of Ottawa 
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5 
Peng Ma 

�Ì�å�í�Ð�î  

Dream to Become Hero 

�Ä�î�ß�î�_�^�•�­  
University of 
Saskatchewan 

6 
Chong Qu 

�³�Ù�å�¢�í�¡  

Dumplings and Family 

8ï�Ê�\���˜  
Mount Allison University 

7 
Yi Yang 

�˜�•�Ý�í�Ö�å  

Made in Japan 

�Ó�–�»�–�å�ª�Õ�Ã�å  
University of Toronto 

8 
Lian Yi 

�Ü�”�å�í�–�î  

One Person is Not Lonely 

�"�K�C�^�8�M�Ç  
University of British 
Columbia 

 
ADVANCED CATEGORY 
 

1 
Harvey Cabaguio 

�Á�î�Å�î�í�•�Â� �œ    

Instead of Looking for Study Apps, 
Shouldn't You Study Instead?     

�Û*f�”�É�Ü�H�K�|�~�
�®�I�M�€�d  
�|�?�W�S�‡�L�w�^�8>=  

University of Winnipeg 

2 
Hanna Garnier 

�Á�¼�í�ž�Ý�½�š  

I Want to Be an “Asadora” Heroine! 

�…�»�Û�b�Ä�ß�–�å�_�^�~�S�8>�  
Mount Allison University 

3 
Rui Si Guo 

�¢�Þ�î�«  

One Step at a Time 

�M�L�N�X  
McGill University 

4 
Esther Lee 

�š�«�±�î�í�Ü�î  

An Enchanting Country – Japan 

�Ç�†:)�¢�M�•�¥�•  
University of Alberta 

5 
Zhaoya Li 

�ª�Õ�œ�Ö�í�Ü�î  

Good-bye and See You Tomorrow 

�I�|�:�^�}�
�r�S�Â�¥  
Queen's University 

6 
Nan Shi 

�¼�å�í�©�î  

Regarding to Reading the Atmosphere 

'5�¼�†1��t�¦  
University of Ottawa 

7 
Yirun Wu 

�š�Ü�å�í�Ë>&�¦>'  

Nothing yet Something 

��'5���
��,
��  
University of British 
Columbia 

8 
Myeongkeun Yang 

�Ñ�Ù�å�¢�å�í�Ö�å�¢  

Sinful Bystander 

*%�Ý�8
�0{*…  
Huron University 
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OPEN CATEGORY 
 

1 
Alexa Cardenas 

�”�Þ�¡�§�í�•�Ý�¹�¼�«  

A Love Like Any Other 

"I�9�^�¡�S�b�^�8�¡  
McGill University 

2 
Yuyang Chen 

�Ç�Û�å�¡�í�³�™�å  

Hideous, yet Extraordinary         

:#  
University of Calgary 

3 
Melissa Illing 

�Ó�Ü�µ�§�í�–�Ü�å  

Who Are You? 

�1�Ç�[�M�? >=>&�^�_�L�‡�[�M�? >'  
Carleton University 

4 
Nadia Mohammed  

�¼�¹�•�”�í�Ô�Á�Ð�»  

Save a Life to Build a Future 

�•�¶�_)F�C�è�†�F�:  
McMaster University 

5 
Nishka Rajesh 

�½�©�•�í�Û�ª�©  

The Way Women Triumphed 

�ê�ö�S�U�@�¾�<�K�S�‰�2  
Saint Mary’s University 
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